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The	Trouble	Makers	
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My	dad	was	a	pastor.	Every	time	our	family	moved	to	a	new	assignment,	people	would	warn	him	
of	“the	trouble-makers.”	You	know	about	troublemakers—the	ones	who	give	constant	grief	on	
committees,	in	church,	or	at	work.		
	
Dad	would	pay	special	attention	to	the	cranky,	irritable,	griping	ones.	He’d	search	for	the	good	
things	in	each	one	and	affirm	each	person	for	their	strengths.	Dad	would	win	over	the	
“troublemakers,”	and	then	they	would	do	almost	anything	for	him.	Some	times	Dad	would	get	
upset	with	people,	but	he	was	always	quick	to	humble	himself	and	apologize.		
	
When	he	and	Mom	were	called	to	a	new	district,	the	“troublemakers”	would	weep	over	his	
departure.	Years	later,	when	I	met	some	of	those	members,	they	talked	fondly	about	my	dad	and	
how	he	blessed	their	lives.		
	
How	do	you	handle	it	when	someone	seems	to	be	undermining	you?	Criticizing	you?	How	do	you	
react	to	angry	looks,	harsh	words,	and	unChristlike	actions?	You	may	not	believe	it	if	you’re	
feeling	attacked	right	now,	but	prayer	works.	It	really	works!	Pray	like	crazy!	And	then	keep	
praying.	I	can’t	say	it	enough.	Tell	God	how	you	feel;	pour	out	to	Him	how	badly	it	hurts.	Ask	Him	
to	change	your	heart,	to	help	you	see	that	person	the	way	He	does.		
	
One	morning	during	my	worship	me,	I	was	complaining	to	God	about	a	person	while	attempting	
to	read	my	Bible.	But	I	couldn’t	seem	to	concentrate.	Frustrated,	I	gave	up	reading	and	began	
sharing	transparently	with	God.	Just	then	I	read	a	verse,	and	it	sounded	as	if	God	was	speaking	to	
me,	asking	me	to	pray	prayers	of	blessing	for	this	person.	He	wanted	me	to	praise	and	thank	Him	
for	them.	“No	way!	I	don’t	want	that	individual	to	be	blessed.	I	don’t	want	that	person	to	look	
better	than	I	do	spiritually.	And	I	am	not	thankful	for	them.”		
	
Eventually,	I	grew	tired	of	arguing	with	God	about	it	and	decided	to	pray	for	the	person	because	
I	knew	it	was	His	desire.	So,	I	began	saying	prayers	of	blessing	for	the	person,	asking	God	to	bless	
them	both	spiritually	and	emotionally.	I	praised	and	thanked	God	for	them,	even	though	I	didn’t	
feel	like	it.		You	know	what	happened?	My	hurt	feelings	disappeared.	God	filled	my	heart	with	
compassion	and	love.	Yes,	it	was	hard	to	do.	But	then	it	was	freeing	and	brought	heavenly	joy.	I	
don’t	know	why	I	drag	my	feet	in	doing	what	God	wants	me	to	do,	when	I	know	He	is	so	amazing!		
	
Here’s	what	I’ve	learned:		



•	Humble	yourself	before	the	Lord.	Pray,	“Lord,	help	me	understand	what	Jesus	went	through	for	
me	when	He	was	crucified.	Change	me,	so	I	can	ask	You	to	forgive	the	one	hurting	me”	(see	Jer.	
17:9).		
•	Thank	God	for	taking	away	your	hurt	feelings.	You	may	not	feel	like	the	pain	is	gone,	but	thank	
Him	ahead	of	time	for	healing	your	heart.	God	has	amazing	ways	to	dissolve	the	hurt.		
•	Pray	for	ways	to	love	them.	Say	encouraging	things	to	them.	Pray	to	see	them	through	God’s	
heart.	Try	to	see	how	hard	or	frustrating	life	must	be	for	them.		
•	Praise	and	thank	God	that	He	has	put	them	in	your	life.	It	really	helps.		
	
You	know	we	are	in	a	great	controversy,	and	God	desperately	needs	a	people	who	are	willing	to	
die	to	themselves	and	allow	Him	to	mold	their	hearts	to	be	like	His.	Then	we	will	let	Jesus	love	
others—even	our	enemies—through	us!		
	
Janet	Page	serves	as	associate	ministerial	secretary	for	pastoral	spouses,	families,	and	prayer.	This	
testimony	was	originally	published	in	The	Journal:	A	Resource	for	Ministry	Spouses,	vol.	31,	3rd	
Quarter	2014.	
	
	
	
	

World	Church	Prayer	Requests		
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• PRAYER	REQUEST:	The	month	of	Ramadan	has	just	ended	for	many	Muslims	around	the	

world.	Please	pray	for	our	brothers	and	sisters	to	come	to	know	the	truth	of	the	gospel	
and	accept	Jesus	as	their	personal	Savior.	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	The	10/40	window	is	home	to	236	cities	of	a	million	or	more	
residents.	Please	pray	for	committed	missionaries	to	be	willing	to	minister	to	the	
unreached	people	in	these	cities.	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Please	pray	for	God’s	Spirit	to	be	poured	out	on	members	in	the	
Euro-Asia	Division	as	they	seek	to	share	their	faith.	Mikhail	F.	Kaminsky,	president	of	the	
Euro-Asia	Division,	shares	that	despite	having	a	lot	of	tools	for	reaching	cities,	the	work	in	
the	region	of	the	former	Soviet	Union	remains	extremely	challenging.	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Please	pray	that	God	would	open	doors	in	cities	within	the	East-
Central	Africa	Division.	Pray	also	for	His	blessing	on	seminars	being	held	there	for	
pastors	of	other	denominations,	teaching	them	to	minister	more	effectively,	and	in	the	
process,	introducing	them	to	Adventist	doctrines.		

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Please	pray	for	the	upcoming	July	7th	(3rd	Quarter)	Day	of	Prayer	
and	Fasting	for	the	World	Church.	Pray	that	many	churches	will	participate	all	over	the	
world.	(The	theme	this	time	is	“Praying	for	our	children.”	To	access	program	resources	
for	this	special	day,	click	here:	
https://www.revivalandreformation.org/resources/all/prayer-and-fasting-days/)	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Please	pray	that	God	would	continue	to	bless	the	logistical	planning	
for	the	General	Conference	Session	of	2020.	

	


